SOME CATHOLIC REFLECTIONS ON REMEMBRANCE DAY
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HONOURING SACRIFICE AND SEEKING PEACE: A REFLECTION ON REMEMBRANCE DAY
Office of the Chancery, Diocese of Victoria, Canada.

On Remembrance Day, we come together to honour the brave men and women who gave their lives for freedom, courageously facing hardships to secure a more peaceful future.
We remember not only those who fell but also the veterans who returned, carrying the weight of their sacrifices for a fairer, more peaceful world. In honouring their service, we recognize both their courage and our own responsibility to continue the work of peace they fought so hard to protect.
Remembering with Faith and Gratitude
We hold Remembrance Day as a sacred moment to recall the selflessness and courage of those who answered the call to defend others. The Bible speaks to this sacrifice with the words of Jesus in John 15:13: “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” This verse speaks to the heart of Remembrance Day, as we remember those who gave everything, reflecting the love Christ showed on the cross.
Praying for Peace in a Troubled World
Remembrance Day also calls us to consider how we can contribute to peace in our time. Pope Francis reminds us of this ongoing duty, saying, “May war be banned, and issues be addressed through law and negotiations. Let weapons fall silent, and let dialogue take their place.” His words challenge us to bring about change through justice, compassion, and understanding.
Our Call to Be Peacemakers
This Remembrance Day, let us renew our commitment to championing peace. This journey begins in our hearts, extends to our homes, and spreads to our communities and beyond. Seeking peace means more than just avoiding conflict—it means actively promoting justice, compassion, and respect for every person, reflecting Christ’s call to love and serve others.
Let us remember, pray, and seek peace together, working for a world where every life is cherished and war gives way to peace and reconciliation.

A Prayer for Peace
Lord Jesus Christ,
You are the true King of peace.
In You alone is found freedom.

Please free our world from conflict.
Bring unity to troubled nations.
Let Your glorious peace reign in every heart.

Dispel all darkness and evil.
Protect the dignity of every human life.
Replace hatred with Your love.

Give wisdom to world leaders.
Free them from selfish ambition.
Eliminate all violence and war.

Glorious Virgin Mary,
Saint Michael the Archangel,
Every angel and saint:
Please pray for peace.
Pray for unity amongst nations.
Pray for unity amongst all people.
Pray for the most vulnerable.
Pray for those suffering.
Pray for the fearful.
Pray for those most in need.
Pray for us all.

Jesus, Son of the Living God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, hear our prayers.
Jesus, I trust in You!
Amen.




A REFLECTION FOR REMEMBRANCE DAY
BY Fr Andrew Hamilton SJ,
The 2021 United Nations International Week of Science and Peace runs from 7 to 13 November
10 November is the United Nations’ World Science Day for Peace and Development  
11 November is Remembrance Day
 
Remembrance Day is held each year on 11 November. It occurs in the middle of a less well-known celebration: the International Week of Science and Peace. In its early years, Remembrance Day remembered specifically the soldiers who died in the 1914 Great War amid the poppies on Flanders fields. Now it extends to soldiers killed in all wars. But it is also a day to remember more generally the suffering and death caused by war and so to commit to making peace. That commitment also underlies the decision to associate together science and peace in the one week. Scientists have been involved in the making and conduct of war. They must also be involved in the making and encouraging of peace.
Distance from war, whether measured by space or by time, can lead to fascination with the destructive power of weapons, with military strategy and with battle as a place of honour. Service as a soldier can be romanticised and its sufferings whitewashed. Like so many young men in 1914, Rupert Brooke began his military service with a vision of young soldiers dying nobly for their nation in battle. He was then a romantic poet. His later writing, however, was harsh and unillusioned:
What passing-bells for these who die as cattle?
      —Only the monstrous anger of the guns.
      Only the stuttering rifles’ rapid rattle
Can patter out their hasty prisons.

He had come to realise that in this war, soldiers were not noble actors, but cattle led to the slaughter. Scientists had helped to turn war into a machine that devoured people, contributing to the killing power of guns, explosives and poison gas and to the speed with which the fresh soldiers who would replace the dead and maimed and the munitions that would and kill and maim others in their turn could be delivered to the battlefront. In war, things and not persons ruled.

That is the background against which we observe Remembrance Day. Its poppies are blood red, recalling the rivers of blood that is shed in war. Yet each red poppy also stands for a person who was killed in war. For a moment, we pause to remember soldiers on both sides of the war who died, each person who grieved them and whose life was changed because of their death, and each non-combatant who was killed or died of illness and hunger caused by war. We remember, too, people who survived the war, but within whom some quality of human life and hope had died – those who returned physically impaired, mentally ill or ethically desensitised, those who spent the rest of their lives in institutions, and those who later took their own lives. On Remembrance Day, we do not celebrate armies and victories but recognise the humanity of those who died in them and mourn with those compelled to fight in them.
In a more critical way, we grieve for the lack of responsibility and humanity of those who failed to avert wars, declared them, gave their lives to invent and produce more and more effective and brutal ways to destroy people, including the scientists who developed the nuclear bomb and continue to devise weapons of mass destruction. We remember them not to condemn them, but to recognise the tragedy of those caught up in making war and of those who benefited from it.

The agreement that came into force on Armistice Day 1918 sowed the seeds for another even more destructive war. This Remembrance Day, we pray for a peace that is built on respect for persons in every nation, and particularly for the most vulnerable. 
Fr Andrew Hamilton SJ writes for Jesuit Communications and Jesuit Social Services.

A REMEMBRANCE DAY REFLECTION
By Fr Brendan Reed,
“They shall grow not old,
as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them,
nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun
and in the morning
We will remember them.”
I have visited Flanders Fields at various times over the years. I find it a moving place to visit, no matter how many times I go there. There are graveyards upon graveyards, with both named and unnamed soldiers, buried in uniform rows dotted with white crosses. The enormity of the loss of life in the First World War cannot be escaped in Flanders. I feel sad each time I visit, and it continues to make me ask the question – how could human beings do this to each other? Each soldier who died in Flanders Field, no matter which side of the battle, was someone’s son or someone’s daughter. They were a brother or a sister or a friend to someone. It is no wonder the tragic loss of life and the grief has continued for generations.

We should visit sites like these to help us remember the potential that human beings have to harm and kill each other. It is easy in a time of peace to forget that human relationships can dissolve into violent conflict very quickly.

That is why working for peace is something that human communities need to continue to do. And as Martin Luther King is quoted as saying, “the work of peace is the work of justice.”
St John Paul II reflecting on the legacy of two World Wars takes up a similar theme:
I have often paused to reflect on the persistent question: how do we restore the moral and social order subjected to such horrific violence? My reasoned conviction, confirmed in turn by biblical revelation, is that the shattered order cannot be fully restored except by a response that combines justice with forgiveness. The pillars of true peace are justice and that form of love which is forgiveness.
John Paul II, World Day of Peace, 1 January 2002
These are challenging words. Can peace really only come about through justice and love? It does seem conversely true that violence only seems to beget violence. Even if a short-lived peace might seemingly follow an initial crushing act of violence, it doesn’t seem to last for long.

We are too aware of the many acts of violence that erupt in our world on a regular basis. We are also aware of the instinctive human response to want to retaliate with the same.
The Gospel would seem to ask something more from us. Remembrance Day should definitely be a time to remember the dead and the tragic loss of thousands of (young) lives in wartime. If it is to have meaning for us now, it might also be a time for us to commit ourselves to justice: to just relationships with those around us; to just relationships between nations; to just for the displaced, the downtrodden and the marginal. If justice becomes a global reality than perhaps war will be no more. Perhaps our remembrance will bring peace.
Rev Dr Brendan Reed is the Parish Priest of the Camberwell, Balwyn, Deepdene and Surrey Hills Wattle Park Parishes in the Archdiocese of Melbourne. Reproduced with permission.
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