REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

OPENING PRAYER
God of open doors and restless hearts, we long for a way forward. Give us a roadmap to experience the joy of your love. When the path seems uncertain, remind us that love itself is the way. Show us how it is made visible in welcome, embodied in justice, and stretched wide enough for everyone to belong.
God of many dwelling places, we thank you for love that shows us the way when certainty is out of reach. Send us to make room—in our homes, our communities, and our hearts—so that welcome, justice, and belonging become visible signs of your presence in the world. Amen.

GOSPEL READING
JOHN 14: 1 – 12 
[bookmark: 51014002][bookmark: 51014003][bookmark: 51014004][bookmark: 51014005]“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God; have faith also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If there were not, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back again and take you to myself, so that where I am you also may be. Where [I] am going you know the way.”  
[bookmark: 51014006]Thomas said to him, “Master, we do not know where you are going; how can we know the way?” 
[bookmark: 51014007][bookmark: 51014008]Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, then you will also know my Father. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
[bookmark: 51014009][bookmark: 51014010][bookmark: 51014011]Philip said to him, “Master, show us the Father, and that will be enough for us.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you for so long a time and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on my own. The Father who dwells in me is doing his works. 
[bookmark: 51014012]11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else, believe because of the works themselves. Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever believes in me will do the works that I do, and will do greater ones than these, because I am going to the Father. 

REFLECTIONS ON THE GOSPEL
The readings for the last few Sundays have been about the Resurrection, but today’s Gospel takes us back in time to an event in Jesus’ life before his Passion. Jesus tells his disciples that he is going to prepare a place for them in his Father’s house. He promises that where he is going, his disciples will be able to follow. Thomas, who will later doubt the disciples’ reports that they have seen the Risen Lord, contradicts Jesus by saying that the disciples don’t know where Jesus is going or how to get there. Jesus explains that he himself is the way, the truth, and the life. In knowing and loving Jesus, the disciples now love God the Father.
Philip then makes a request that challenges Jesus’ words. Philip wants Jesus to show the Father to the disciples. Recall that Jesus has just told his disciples, “If you know me, then you will also know my Father. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” As a good teacher, Jesus responds to Philip by repeating and elaborating on what he has just told the disciples: they have seen and known Jesus, so they have seen and known the Father. Then Jesus offers another reassurance about his departure: because of faith in God and in Jesus, the disciples will do the work that Jesus has done and more.
The connection between Jesus and his Father, between Jesus’ work and the work of the Father, is made clear in today’s Gospel. Jesus is in the Father, and God the Father is in Jesus. As God spoke his name to Moses, “I am,” so too Jesus speaks his name to his disciples: “I am the way and the truth and the life.”
The revelation of the Trinity is completed in the passage that follows today’s reading, and it is the Gospel for next Sunday. Because Jesus goes away, the Father will send in Jesus’ name the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who will continue the work of the Father and of Jesus.

Jesus does not hand the disciples a map. He offers himself. When Thomas asks for directions, Jesus responds with a relationship: “I am the way.” Not a formula. Not a system. A way of living grounded in trust, presence, and love. This Gospel is not about finding certainty. It is about learning how to walk. The disciples want clarity; Jesus gives them
companionship. They want answers; he shows them a life shaped by welcome, healing, and radical closeness to those on the margins. To follow “the way” is not to know everything in advance, but to move forward with others, especially where fear and suffering are real. The works Jesus promises we will do are not abstract. They look like accompaniment, advocacy, building spaces of belonging, and refusing to leave people alone in their struggle.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS
· Was there a time in your life when you felt lost, and someone showed you the way? What did that feel like?
· What roadmap is the Spirit offering you right now, one that leads not just to your own joy, but opens a way for others to finally feel seen, welcomed, and at home in God’s love?
· What part of this reading speaks to you most strongly today? How do Jesus’ words console you, challenge you, send you forth? 
· Meditate on Jesus’ words: “do not let your hearts be troubled. What causes your heart to be troubled? Pray for the help you need to listen and obey Jesus’ words.
